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1. BY CHANCE DCM MET PRIME MINISTER MORNING OF DECEMBER 31 
AND TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO ASK HIM WHETHER GOI HAD OR INTENDED 
TO MAKE AN APPROACH TO ALGERIA ABOUT THE TREATMENT OF THE 
OPEC TERRORISTS. PM SAID THAT HE HAD PERSONALLY BEEN IN 
DIRECT AND CONTINUING CONTACT WITH ALGERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOUTEFLIKA DURING THE TIME THAT THE HOSTAGES WERE STILL IN 
CUSTODY BUT THEY HAD NOT DISCUSSED IN DETAIL WHAT MIGHT BE 
DONE WITH THE TERRORISTS ASSUMING THE HOSTAGES WERE RELEASED 
UNHARMED. HE SAID THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE 
ALGERIANS SUBSEQUENTLY AND DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE HAD OR INTENDED TO MAKE ANY REPRESENTATION ON THIS 
SUBJECT. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT IRAN'S POSITION ABOUT 
PUNISHMENT FOR TERRORISTS' CRIMES IS WELL KNOWN AS "IT 
HAD MADE CLEAR ONLY THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY." 

COMMENT: PRESUMABLY THE PM WAS REFERRING TO EDITORIALS 
IN LEADING IRANIAN NEWSPAPERS CONDEMNING TERRORISM IN 
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FOR INTERNATIONAL ACCORD TO DEAL WITH TERRORISM IN THE 
FUTURE. HE SAID THAT IRAN WOULD WELCOME ANY US STATEMENT 
ALONG THESE SAME LINES. 

2. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS UNDERSECRETARY NASSIR 
ASSAR TOLD US LATER IN THE DAY THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF 
ANY REPRESENTATION IRAN HAD MADE OR MIGHT INTEND TO MAKE 
ON THIS SUBJECT BUT HE WOULD CHECK WIT THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER BEFORE GIVING US A FIRM REPLY. IN THE MEANTIME, 
HOWEVER, HE REPEATED MUCH OF WHAT THE PM HAD SAID ABOUT 
IRAN'S WELL KNOWN POSITION ON TERRORISM AND THE NEED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL ACCORD ON WAYS OF DEALING WITH IT. 
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